[Tumors of the bladder in women. Epidemiologic and therapeutic aspects. Apropos of 40 cases].
Bladder tumours in women. Epidemiological aspects and treatments, based on a series of 48 cases. Bladder tumours are more frequent in men than in women, in whom they present certain epidemiological, clinical and therapeutic characteristics. The authors report a retrospective study of 48 cases of bladder tumour in women, observed in the urology department over a 20-year period. These tumours represented 4.2% of all bladder tumours. The patients had a mean age of 59 years (range: 29 to 77). Only one patient was a smoker (2%). Haematuria was present in 93% of cases, and signs of bladder irritation were present in 60% of cases. All tumours were transitional cell carcinomas. The tumour was classified as stage 0 in 10 cases (20.9%), stage A in 15 patients (31.2%), stage B in 22 patients (45.8%) and stage C in 1 case (2.1%); no patients (0%) were classified as stage D. Our therapeutic protocol was established as a function of the stage of tumour invasion. For example, superficial tumours were treated conservatively by transurethral resection, either alone or combined with intravesical instillation. Radical surgery was performed whenever possible for invasive tumours. External urinary diversion was performed in 11 cases, ureterosigmoidostomy in 3 cases and enterocystoplasty in 5 cases. The clinical course of the 15 superficial tumours was marked by recurrence in 5 cases, while that of the 23 invasive tumours was marked by local recurrence (3 cases), renal failure (1 case) and 3 deaths.